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CHRISTIAN. 


AND MODEST OFFER * 


OF A MOST INDIFFERENT C ONFE- 


RENCE, OR DISPY TATION, ABOYT b 
the maineand pence Controverſies betwixtthe <=E, 


Prelat,and the late ſilenced and deprived Miniſters 
an England: 
' " 
t Tin DERSD &Y SOME OF THE SATD MINISTERS TO TH? F 
q Archbiſhops,and Biſhops,and all their adherents, | 

is 
; 
| \ 
- | 
5m i 
fit : 
hat : 
6h F 1. Theſl. 5.21. | 
T rie all things, and keepe that which us good. I 
Ioh.7.24. | 
Tndge not according to the 1ppearance;bat indee righte- : 
014 indoment. 1 
Ioh.18.23. EF 

If I hawe evill ſpoken, beare witnes of the evill : but if I } 
haue well ſpoken, why ſmiteſt thou met * 0 
\ 


Imprinted. 1606. 


; 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THE HIGH AND MIGHTIE PRINCE, 

ot great Britaine, France,and Ireland,Detender 

of the fatth (5c. 
M of every Chriſtian to endevour by all good & lawſull 
| meanes, to procure the peace and P__ of Sion, 
Chriſt not onely that they be Gods Remebrancers,coiving him 
noreſt, untill he ſet up Teruſalem the prof of the world, but al. 
ſothat iy be  ſurters unto i 

ſupreme &7 ſoverasgne Amthority,that according to their places, 
will become rvarſing Fathers, & nurſing Mothers to the 
that lyeth both upon Miniſter & people at all times for the neg.. 
lt whereof they ſhalbe accountable to that great and mightie 
ul of it, when they ſee the truth of God, and the Ordinan- 
& of Chriſt leſus, the ſole King and Prophet of his Church, to 
malipned and traduced , yea oppreſſed , and in a ſort troden un- 
ter foote , by men who ſecke nothing but themſelues , and who, 
= idle bellies , ſtick not towreſt the Scepter out of the 
des of Chriſt, and to thruſt him ont of his chaire of Eſtate. 


JAMES, BY THE GRACE OF GOD; KING 
oft High and mightie Soveraigne, As it is the office 
ſo it principally required of the Miniſtersof the Gospell of I:ſ1s 
pſe that, under him, be in 
Churches of God within their Dominions. And «s this is a duet 
Crd, whoſe ſervants they are ) ſs ave they then eſpecially to be 
be oppoſed & oppugned,and the ſyncere te ſors of the Coſpell 

in 

br the maintayning of their owne Pompe,and for the feeding 
The conſideration hereof ( moſt deare and dread Soverzigne ) 


bath imboldened vs, Gods moſt unworthy ſervants , your Maic- 


lies loving and loyall Subie@tes , at this time to caſt dewne ew 
- / lacs 


; "_ . 
" | 
—M : : —_ "PM 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
ſeluts at your royall feete,and to craue your Princely favour. 

Your Maicſtie knoweth right well what. Controver = there 

| h. re » been ancngy us in this lad, about the Prelacy, Ceremo. 
nics, & Sub{cripti6, ever ſince the bright ſhinzz beames of thy 

£t Eo Geſpell of Chriſt firſt diſheled & chaſed away the fox. 

* nnſies,co black aarknes of _ from out of our coaſtes.Toa 

know lik if how hotely cx e eearly th the Approbatid of theſe things 

hath been wvraed by the Prelates,who,berng wi ye. in thtir genera 

tion, hane |, fr no (ione vnrolled ' for the upho ing of their rui. | 

[. wan & tottering kingdome they having & fro om time totimena i , 
onely reviled and di ſpraccd, oth in Pulpit and in Print, , 
| | thoſe whom they call their _ = Angly fellow ſervants of Teſm W | 
EE -| Chriſt (who out of a fervent Jcal: of the glorie of God, and a per. r 
| | fedt dereſtationef Poperie haue witneſſed againſt the Wb or bu, þ 
| 8 
i 
A 
the 


015 )but having alſo ſuſpended, recur ,de 
| pr iloned them , Jca cauſed them to be RR Our __ houſ 
and home, denyed them all benefit of law, and aſed then 
with ſuch contempt & contumely , 4s if they were not wor- 
thy to line upon the face of the earth. Shall theſe Controverſies 

be kept a-foote for ever?Shall they not once be finally decided & 

| dt, midget} ? Will it not be miſcry in the latter end , if the Pre. 

| lates be not reſtrained + in time? It ts true that bookes we been, 

| and are daily written,on both ſides:and yt the differences area Wer! 

ercat,and greater now,then they were at the firſt; and ſo are lit Yu, 

ſoul to be, unles( by ſpecial order from your Maieſtit ) the matict 

m iy once come to ſome ſuch dirett , and inſt Triall « s her 

pfered. 
herein that your Maieſtie may be the more willing and 

r-14ic 10 harkben unte us, we w_—_ you to conſider, and that (i 

rionſly,that the Cauſe, which here we preſent unto you, te not ow 

ewe , but that it is the Cauſe of Chriſt Ieſus , who become 


? | Suter vnto you,and defirerh that he my have roar N 
#08 
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we Wl ind abwrdatly recompenſed at that great & laſt day of acconnt, 
0. W when you nd Dots; end before Jus Tall s King 
is WW of Kinges, and Lordof Lords , who ts not unrighteous that he 
7. Bf [howld forget any > hynes done for him, or for any cauſe of 
08 Wl bis. And howſoever the Prelates , and their followers, do beare 
vgs BN your Maieſtie in hand , that the Chu ch-Government d:fired a 
an to your Crowne and dignitie;beleeue them not, we hi. 
bly __ neither harken to their Syren ſonges: 11 is ( a4 
we are readte to prone )a holy Ordinance of God,which will ſtand 
when all ſuch as oppoſe it , and blaſpheme it m the eares of your 
Inall Mateſtie , ' melt away as ſnow before the Sunne . And 
if by ſuch an indifferent Conterence as i heere tendered, we 
not make it as cleere unto your Mateſtie as the Sunne at 
Noone.day , that the Governement of the Chnrches of Chriſt 'y 
Paſtors, Teachers, and Elders « much more agreeable to the 
State of. 4 Monarchy , then i the preſent Governement by 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons,Commiſlarics, and 
the reſt of that Romiſh Hierarchy, let us then finde no favor 
in your M ateſttes eyes. =” 
Tour Maieſtie profeſſed before you came to the Crowne, that 


ether of theſe opinions: and it i« no ſmall heartes-oriefe unto 
w, that, ſince your comming into this land, your Afettions are 
alicnated & eſtranged from us,who haue done you no hurt in 
the word, but hane wiſhed you all the good that your owne ſoule 
ſweth, nay, who,before we ſaw your face,laboured by all 200d 
anes ( not without ſome danger ) to promote your Maieſt;:s 
wt Title to this Crowne , and haue ever ſince caryed onr ſelucs, 
ifully towards your Maieſtie,and peaceably in the ſirvice of 
7, and of his Churches. W: are not ionorant what the Pre- 
& doe pretend, and what they ſurgeſt continually in your 
+ 2 | | P rinc ly 


whom whatſoever you ſhall dee , it ſhalbe remembredunto you, 


3g its 


did m—_ loue & honor thelearncd & grauemen of Fasil. tor. Foil 
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The Fpiſtle Dedicatorie. 
Princely eaves ; they cry out againſt us with open mouth, that my 
are ſtubberne and refrattarie muy and enemies 0 your Sove. 
raiene Authoritie: wherein they doe both highly abuſe your Ma. 
4 fre , aud wrong us exceedingly. For 1t u well knowne, and the 

Lord bearcth us witnes, that we doe, m the fiuglenes and ſynce. 
ritie of eur heartes , aſcribe much more unto your Maicſtic and 
the Civill authoritie mnder you, then any Preiate inthe land. 
ther doth,oru willing to doe. And for the matters im queſtion ne 
profeſſe heere in the preſence of that great God, beſore whom ne 
{ball one day appeare to anſwer it, if we ſpeake not thetruth,tha 
we ſtand not againſt them out of any wilfulnes, or peeviſi ne, 
but eut of the tendernes of our Colciences,es being per ſws 
ded in our very ſoules, that we cannot yeeld unto them, without 
ſinning againſt Chriſt Teſus , whoſe Miniſters and Meſſengers ne 
are. Andif, upon ſuch a due Triall of our cauſe as u deſired, 
the truth of the enſuing Propeſitions ( which ave the ſpecial 
groundes on which we ſtand ) ſhalbe infringed by the Prelate, 
nay, if we ſhall not be able to make them ſo cleere and maniſe 
by the infallible & undeniable evidence of the holy word of God, 
that who ſo doth not wilfully hooawinke himſelfe may plainty 
ſce and diſcerne the truth of them: , we doe heere promiſe , and 
bind: our ſelues in the word of Chriſtians that we will preſenth 
change cur mindes , and become wholly Conformable to the pre 
ſ ns State. 

I herefore we , being herein privy to our owne upr io hint 
both to God & 10 our Soveraigne,cannot but conceiue ſome hate, 
otwithſlanding all the contrary plottes and praiſes of the Pre 
Lites.that your Maieſtie(who are even as an Angell of Godt 
diſcerne betweene good and evill ) wilbe pleaſed now at laſt bub 
to take a wore exatt knowledee of our cauſe, and ( out of the 1r- 
d:r bowels of your compaſſion ) to thimke upon and pity thed. 

fireſſea eftate not ontly of 1 the Lordes peore ſervants, _ art 
Wl 


_— —— 


"The FT Dedicatorie; 


without any inſt cauſe caſt out from ſerving at his Altar,but al- 
I of the Churches of Chriſt im this land, which doe monrne and 
one undey the burden of humane Traditions . 0h that this 
ſhould be teld at Gath,or publiſhed in the ſtreetes of Aſhkelon, 
amoneft the daughters of the unctreumcſed that under the Go. 
vernement of ſo worthily renowned and famous 4 Prince, the 
Churches of God haue been thus miſcrably waſied, and ſuch 4 
woſul havock made in them by v\urping &time-ſerving Pre. 
latcs,4s the like hath never been heard of in this lend,under the 
Geſpell. Oh that this ſhould be either ſaid, or written in ſvecee- 
ding ages that in the raigne of Noble King Tames (whoſe nenae 
ſhall iue amongſt men, when he,having finiſhed his courſe, ſhafl 
epe with his Fathers) ſo many painefull Preachers of the Go. 
fll( even three hundred,or there-aboutes) hane in ene yeere and 
alitle more,been turned ont of Chrifts ſerwice,onely for refuſing 
ach Ceremonies ,as hane their life breath, and being from Pope- 
rie,and ſuch a Subſcription, es the like, for enght we knew Jath 
neuer been urged upon any Church of Chriſt, in any age, wider 
a Chriſtian Magiſtrate : there being in the meane tme whole 
ſwarmes þ idle, Idole, ſcandalous, Pop:ſh,and Non-refident Ky. 
niſters tolerated every where amoneſt us , 

T he Prelates haue left no meanes of rigour and extremitic 
enaſſayed, for the ſuppreſimeg of this cauſe , ard for the diſtou- 
raging and daunting of all theſe that either ſpeake or write for 
it.and yet the gloriows evidence of the truth s ſuch that it wan- 
1th no witnelles; there being at this day many hundreds of the 
moſt painefull & profitable Preachers in this Kinedeme(beſides 
thoſe alreadie turnea out) which are readie to loſe beth their M+- 


toall manner of miſery , rather then they will regounce this 
Cauſe,and conforme then. (clues to the Corrnptions of the times. 
If therefore there be in the Prelates any lone of the trath, or avy 
% z ſparke 


niſtery & their Maintenance, and 10 expoſe thamſelues & thitrs - 
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TheEpiſtleDedicatorie. 
Parke of deſire of the peace and proſperitic of our Churche) 
(which « the thing that they ſo much pretend unto your Mais 
ſtie) i will now appeare and ſhew it ſelf ,and you ſhall eaſily 1[. 
cerneit, = indeavony to procure the admittance of this 
Offer , which « the likelieft & the readveſt way , that hitherts 
bath been thought upon,both to finde out the truth, and to put 
perpetual end to all theſe long.continued Con —__— . Some.0. 
ther thinges there be , which we would willingly haue brouzhy 
$0'thws , or the like Triall , 4s namely, the Oth ex ofttao, 
which is as cruell aracking of the mind , as the moſt exquiſite 
Torture can be of the body ; and ſundrie of the late Canons, 
But becauſe they be of another nature , and we take them 10 be 
wot onely contrary to the word of God , but alſo airettly againſt 
the lawes of the land , we mention them not in our Propoſitions, 
in which we haue endevoured to ſet downe onely the eroundes of 
all the maine differences betwixt us & the Prelats:which if they 
be once throwzhly debated,e7 ſoundly agreed upon,your Mateſtie 
Fanny a bleſſed wnitie and vniformitie in all the Churches 
thin your Dominions , 4s your owne heart deſireth 


Aay it —_ pleaſe your moſt excellent Maieſtie to reade,oo 
examine this Offer, & to weigh in all the partes therof the equi 
tie & inſtice of it,& the moſt certaine advantage that the truth 
(on which ſide ſoever it i) ſhall recerue by the acceptance of it: 
may it pleaſe you likewiſe to urge the Prelates , whom it dvepely 
concerneth , to admitt of it ;, and to ſecure by Royall protection 
thoſe that ſhalbe Actors in ut:who, howſoever they are forced 10 
conceale their names(in regard of the rigor and ſcwveritie of the 
Prelates )will petwithfandis be moſiwilling > readie to ſhew 
themſelues if your Mazeſtie ſhall vouchſafe,to ſignifie your gr4- 
tiows pleaſure touching the admittance of this Conference. 


If therefore we bane found favour in your Maieſties eyes, and 
if 
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if this great eauſe of Chriſts be regarded; Our humble ſuite vn. 
to your Hizhnes i,that you would make it knowne by ſome pub. 
like AR, 1hat the Offer ſhalbe accepted, and they protected by 
our Royall Authority, that hawe, or ſhall hawe to doe in it. So 
ſhall we haue occaſion , every day more and more , to intreat the 
Lord, as we hawe done and will doe for ever , that he will conti- 
gue pon your Maieſtie,vith a happy increaſe,all his graces both 
bodily and ſpirituall, even unti'l, ind im the day of Chriſt. 

The Lord I:ſus bleſſe your Maieſtie , and your Royall pofte. 
ritic, and graunt into you along and a happie raigne ovee 

ws: the Lord multplie all bis mercyes upon you both for 

this and a better life, and cover with ſhame the faces 
of all ſuch 44 wiſh you the leaſt evill. Amen. 


Your Majeſtics obedient SubjeQs, moſt readie 
to doe your will in all thinges , wherein 
they ſhall not diſobey the will of God : 


Some of the late ſilenced and depri.- 
ved Mingſters. 


I 


ACHRISTIANANDMODESTOFFER 
OF 1 MOST INDIFFERENT CO NFERENCE 
01 WIpURTION, OUT TC IMUNE and principall Contro- 
Vcillcs berwaxt the vVrclats, and thc iatc luhiccd and 
depraved Mime ers m England: 


TYENDERED BY SOME OF THE SAID MINISTERS TO THE 
WT hbijrops, und bijhops, and all thur adhu cs, 


Whkercin are ſet downe, 

1. The Propeſitions which the Miniſters offer to maintain 4- 
gainſt the Pretats. 
2» The Condutons, forme, and maner of the Conference or 
Diſputation. | 
3. Juſt Conſiderations moving the Miniſters to make this Offer. 
4. An Auſwer to ſuch oj poſntions,gas this » be made by the Ichi 
a74mjt yeelaing to the ſad VJJer, 

& 
I, THE PROPOSITIONS VVHICH THE MINISTERS OF- 
fer 10 nitttatioe agaimſl ihe Piclals, 


« 


T7E,7ALL matters meercly Ecclcſiaſticall, 
3/4N Which are lawiully _ vpon 
"0% any Church, are ſuch as may be 
7 ren word of God. 


cocluded necelsarily trom the wrir 
2 Humane Ordinances v{i d only or ſpecially in 
Gods worſhip, whervnto they arc not neceflary of them 
(clues, are fimply vnlawtull. Wo 1 
3. Every true viſible Church of Chriſt is ſuch af] aire 
all Body politikc,as is 1 pec = inſtituted by TA di - 


ee ... © A 
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=" THE PROPOSITIONS, 

Apoſtles in the New Teſtament. 

4+ Thereis no True Viſible Church of Cliiſt but a par. 
ticular ordinary Congregation oncly. 

. Every trueviſible Church ot Chriſt, or ordinary AC 
ſemblic of the faithfull, hath by Chriſts ordinance power 
in it ſcltc, immediatly under Chriſt, ro cle and ordaine, 
deprive and depoletheir Miniſters , and to execute all 0- 
ther Ecclefiaſticall Cenfſures. 

6. ThePaſtorofa particular Congregation is the high. 
cit ordinaric ecclefiaſticall Othicer in any truc conſtitu. 
tcd vitible Church of Chriſt. 

7. Ir is the Officeof every true Paſtor to teach & to go. 
verne ſpiritually onely one Church or Congregation im 
mediatly under Chriſt 

$8. ThePaſtoralone oughtnot to exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical! 
jurisdiction over his Church, bur others ought to be joy: 
ned in Commisfton with him by the asfignement of the 
ſame Churchzneither ought he and they to performe any 
maine and materiall Ecclcfiaſticall at , without the fice 
conſent of the Congregation, 

9. ThePresbyterie which is deſired is not Lay, as they 
call it; And the Churchwardens and Sidemen hecrein 
England, beyng joyned as Asfiſtants to the Miniſters in 
the overſight of the ſeverall Pariſhes, are a reſemblance of 
thoſe.governing Elders which are dcfired, 

10, The Office and Calling of Provinciall & Dioceſan 
Prelats is contrary to the word of God. | 

11. Irs ſimply unlawtull for any Paſtor under thc 
New Teſtamentto be alſo a Civill Magiſtrat. 

12. The Civill Magiſtrats ought to be the Overſeers of 
Provinces,& Dioceles,and of the ſeyerall Churches ther- 
in: And it is their Office & dutic injoyned them by God, 

to take knowledge of,to puniſh,and redreſle all miſgover 


| THE CONDITIONS» | - 
ning or ill teaching ot any Church, or Church officer, 
13. The Church government delired is mote agreable 
to rhe {tare ot a Monarchie, and to the Kings Supremacic 
jn caules Eccletiaſticall, and more cafie,and fate both for 
Cizurch & Common wealth, then is the preſent govern- 
meneby /relats. | 
14 Nomanhathauthoririe to bring into the ſervice of 
God any Ceremony mcerely Ecclchliaſticall ,of myſticall 
{i2nihcation, | 
15- 1he Ceremonies in controverliearenot indifferent, 
but contrary to the word of God. | 
16, The Miniſters retuſing the Conformitie and Sub. 
(cription required, are therc1n neither Schiſmariks, Sedi- 
tous perions,cnemycs to the Kings Supremacie, nor ay 
way undunitull ro King, or State, | 


2. The Conditions, forme , and maner of the Confe- ; 


rence or drſputa Hun, 


Hat there may be a free choiſe made by the Mt- 
niſters from amongſt themſclues ot ſome 6. or s. 
perſons, vnto whom the maintenance of theſe 
-_ may be cominitted; andas many choſen by the 
relats from among them ſclucs, or their Conformed 
Clergie, to impugne the ſame. 
2. That itmy belawfull for thoſe on either ſide ſo cho. 
ſen,in any particular occurrent difticulty,to take counſell 
and aduiſe of any other their Brethren , and that then 
the ſpeciall acts of the ſaid choſen parties may be reputed 
the Acts of all thoſe that choſe them , | 
3, Thar when onefide hath oppoſed to the vttermoſ 
that they can , or ſhall ſee mect, then the other fide ſhall 


OP- 
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oppoſe in like maner tothe contrary: And that the Pre. 
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lares may ( ifthey will ) make choiſc which fide ſhall op- 
polc in the firſt place. 

4- That the Opponents frame their Arguments in 

ſtrict forme of Syllogifine only: And that the Anſwerers 
( withoutany excurſions, or perſonall ſpeeches whatſoc- 
uer ) anſwer dire&ly tothe premiſles, cicher by denying 
or diſtinguiſhing;andrhart all be done in writing, 

5. Tharifatanytimethe Anſwerer denying a Propoſiti 
on ſhall withall giuea rcaſon of his deniall, he doe itin 
few wordes: and thatthen the Opponent ſhall briefly by 
way of diſcourſe take away the realon,and after that pre. 
{ently conclude the denicd Propoſition;that ſo the Argu- 
ment may cometothe intended ifluc. 

6. Thartifcitherinthe fray ur Anſwer 
there be any termes which ſhall ſeeme donbrfull, there be 
no proceeding in the Confercce untill the fame be expla. 
ned , and the explanations deliuered in writing, if they 
which make doubr ſhall require it. 

7. Thatncttherſidebe urged to conclude thoſe clauſes, 
which in the maine Queſtions , or in the premiſles of any 
Syllogiſme are without controverſic & granted : but that 
by conſent they may be omitted, and that itmay be only 
ſpecified bricfely that ſuchor ſuch a clauſe in ſuch or ſuch 
a Propoſition is yeelded unto: And if there be many clau- 
ſes in one andthe ſame propoſition which arc doubrfull, 
that then it be lawfull and free to prouc one of them aftet 
anorhcr, 

8. Thatthe Arguments, Anſwers, and Replyes be ſub 
ſcribed by evgry perlon of that fide fro which they com, 
and ſo delivered rothe other (ide. ; 

o. Thatthere beno paſſing to the ſecond propoſition, 
vn 
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; THE CONDITIONS. 5 
yntill the firſt be fully debated, nor to the third vntill the 
ſccond &c, As alſo,no paſling to a ſecond or third argu- 
mcnt,vntill the firſt be followed to the vetermoſt, 

10. Thatreaſonable time may beallowed forreturning 
Replyes,& Anfwers:and when any arguments prolecu- 
tcd to the vttermoſt, that all the Syllogilmes, Anſwers, & 
Replyes be written together, and {ubſcribed by all partics 
of cach ſide in the conterence,as their ioynt act:, and that 
after they are ſoſubſcribed, there ſhall be noliberry tq al- 
tcror change _ ng therein; But that before ſuch ſub- 
(cription it may be lawtull and tree for each fide vpon ber 
ter conſiderations to alter, change, or revoke any particu. 

lar Reply, or Anſwer. | 

11. That when theſe controverſies haue been debated 
tothe vttermoſt, in maner and forme aforclaide, two of 
each ſide be choſen to-digeſt the whole intoa booke; and 

that it may be publiſhed in Engliſh and Latin.! 

12. Thatall bycontroverſics and contentions whatſo- 
eucr, which ſhall fall out between the parties imployed 'n 
this conference, may be heard, judged, determined, and 

ſentenced by ſome civill Magiſtrat aſsigned by his Maje- 

ſtie for that purpoſe, | | | 

13. Thatthe ſaid Miniſters vndertaking this conference 

may haue publike warrant and protection from his Maje- 

ſtie for the performance of the fame, in ſuch maner as is 

hcere ſer downe; | 

14. Thatifit plainly appeare by this indifferent triall[ or 

by the Prelats refuſing toacceprir) that the Miniſters in 

theſe Propoſitions haue the truth on theirſide, and that 

the P relats are in ſo greaterror; Then the ſaid Miniſters & 

25 many els as ſhallſee the truth which they ſtand for,may 

beexemptcd from the juriſ{'ion of the Prelats, the Mz. 

| Az ; niſters 
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[7 THE CONDITIONS, 

miſters reſtorcd agayne to their Miniſterie from which 
they hauc been unjuſtly deprived , trecd trom the Con- 
tormutic and ſubſcription requyred , and may (with the; 
particular Elderſhips & Churches) be ſubject only tv »::c 
authoritic and jurisdiction of the Civill Magutratc; 
whom at all rimes they are willing and readie to yeeld 2n 
account ot all their actions,and to humble them(: lucs vn- 
der their cenſures tor any thing they ſhalbe tound to ot- 
tending; Contorming themiclucs unto their willes in all 
things, alwayes, fo tarreas they may with a good conict 
ence; and where they cannor ſo doe , ſubmurt:ng thera. 
ſclucs to all ſuch punuthment.as it ſhall pleate them to wn- 
polc upon them. 

15. Thatif ir feeme not good to his Majeſtic & the ſtate 
(for reaſons beſt knowne unto themſclues)to admit of fo 
indifferent, honeſt, and reaſonable a Conference, yertit 
would plcaſe them to requyre the Prelats, to publ:th a di. 
ret and full anfwer to ſack bookes as haue(upon occali6 
of the late ſtormes) been publiſhed: viz, The Abridgement 
ſet forth by the Miniſters of Lincolne Dioceſe;T he Demands, & 
Conſiderations ; Reaſons proving a neceſdtie of reforming our 
Churches in England , The old Proteſtant and New formalift, 
T he Treatiſe of Divine worſhip, The 12 Arguments, The Eng. 
liſh — the Proteſtation &c: A nd that ir may be 
lawfull for the Miniſters modeſtly and dire&ly to rep! 
vnto the ſaid Anſwers,as alſo to any of the Noche which 


arelately,or haue been heertofore written againſt them & 
their cauſe; and to publiſh the ſame in print with leaue of 
authority, which they under take and binde themſclues 
with all convenient ſpced faithfully and honeſtly to per. 
forme; they proteſting heere before Almightie God, the 
ſcarcher of all hearts , and rhe juſt revenger of all hypocri. 


It 
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THE CONSIDFRATSONS, $.. Y 
fie,that(to their knowledge) there hath as yet no material 
thing been wrirtC againſt them in theſe forcfaid Propoli- 
tions, Or any other Controverſic betwixt them and the 
Prelats, but they are able ro giue a realonableand juſt re. 

ly unto the ſame:and that by thoſe bookes, which hauc 
cn publiſhed againſt chem, they haue been'rather con. 
firmed & ſtrengthened inthe fayd opinions which they 
hold againſt the Prelats,then any way ſatisfied or anfive. 
red, as ſhall appeare toall the world(by Gods gracious af- 
ſitance)if they may haue permitted unto them that liber 
tic, to publiſh their writings to the world, which the Pre 
lats take unto themſclues., 
16. That ifthis moſt reaſonable and juſt courſe of com- 
poſing theſe controverſies be denycd them, yer atleaſt 
they may free leaue to publiſh and to offer tothe 
cenſure of the whole world nakedly and playnly,all thoſe 
ſeveral Arguments, 8& Reaſons,which they haue thought 
_ for the confirmation of the former Propoſitions , as 
ſo their diret Anſwers to all ſuch Arguments on the 
contrary ſide,as they ſhall finde publ ſhed in the writings 
of the Prelats and their adherents . In all which they pro- 
miſe to keepe themſelucs cloſely & direaly to the poynts 
in controverſy, in ſo ſtrita forme;that it ſhalbe moſt eaſy 


for the Prelats to giue an anſwer unto them, if ſo be they | 


bein error in holding the faid Propoſitions. 


3}. Tuſt Conſiderations moving the Miniſters to 
make this offer. 


Depoſition from the publike Miniſterie more 
cauſc, occaſion, and leaſure to ſtudic theſe con- 
tro: 


M Any of the Miniſters having by reaſon of their 
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THE CONSIDERATIONS 

rroverlies then before, doe tin that thequiore they wade 
into them, the more they arc contirmed in that rruth +.,c 
which they 1ufter. So that how1ocver theinrendme.ic of 
the Prelats hath been by thur rigorous extremiric ot ./. 
fiction ro make them to torec their contciences , againſ} 
contcience to yeeld, that lo they might rejoyce in cheir 
ficth; and thoughthe Lord haru tunered thicir rod (to 
the turther hardening of their hearts )roly fo heavie upon 
{one ot his tervants tat they haue pur torth their hand 
to injquitic, yerotherſome by this mcancs are lo tar from 
ſhrinking from theprotcſiion of that truthewhuch by the'r 
{urtcrings they haue hohorcd, thar the more they haue 
ſuſtayned for it, the more(by the mercy of God)they lee 
the glorious evidence of it. Andtheretore in honor vnto 
that heavenly truth they can do no leſle,then in the teare 
of God make this offer ynto the greateſt enemyes therof, 
A This cauſe, which the minitters proteſſe and wirnes 
vato by their conſtant ſufferings”, being (as they are per. 
ſwadedin theire very ſoules and confciences) adivine& 
{acred truth; and being notoriously reviſed and blaſphem 
ed as a hellith error by the mouthes of the prelats & thcir 
ivourcrs(one ſaying that he damned the diſcipline to Hell fri 
whence it came; others publiſhing in print that Chriſt is et 
the Lawetver of his Churh;all generally callirig our doctrine 
and opinion mn this cauſe,Sch1ſme and Hareſte, yea T reaſ1s 
and Rebellion ; they having reccaued this grace trom God 
not only to ſeethe truth hcercin, but to ſcale and confirm 
it by their ſufferings, thinke it a moſt bounden duty that 
they owevnto their Lord and maſter Iceſus Chriſt, whoſe 
Miniſters and Seryants they are, by all good mcanes to 
iuſtific the ſame; yea though they neither had ſuffered 
nor ſhould ſuffer forit, Much morcnow , when as by the 

pro- 
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THE CONSIDERATIONS, 9 
providence of God,they haue inthemiclues, their wiues, 
aud chyldrcn, tuſtuned & indured fo heav y things tort: 
Anda more honeſt, modcrat, Chriſtian, and religious de; 
fence or Apology they cannot yeld vnro it,the by naaking 
juch an oftcr as ttus 15, tothe avowed encmyes thereot. 

3- _ Iris notonious vntoall the world, what'indigr.itics, 
Landers, talle accuſations, and calumniations, oucr and 
þcfides the other Legall proccedir $ (asthey arepreten- * 
dcd to be) the Prelats and their rn in their privat 
ſpeeches, publike ſermons, and writinges, lay vpon tholc 
Miniſters that hold & maintaingthis caute , proclaiming 
the ro be Obſtinat & Refractarie perſons , Enemyes to the K Ig ou vi 
OE State, Notorious & manif(ſt Schiſmatikes, Turbulent ſpirits, ,,... por, his? 
Contemplucus and diſdayning the Authoritie of thr Toad = 
| 
' 
! 
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Conernors, preſurnp tnous and mill Contenders with the Magi- tions 
frat, Impugning his authority im thinges indifferent, a1.d Soue. 
raigntte in Eccleſiaſticall ans, Falſe $i ares rent 
from J Church of God, Kunawayes from their Mi- 
omc ſlayding w/pon theſe erence not for con. 

y4 bam vc gig rw otherwiſc va knowe 
on that fattrop, ſor 


and cut 
#tcry, ſo 
ſerence but 
not how to jy maintayned but 
to ratify their benefatlors & patrons and to pleaſe ther friends, | 
ſem ſem for d; d; iſcomten 1ment and want of preferment, (om for 4urrs 
nes of innovation, ſam for pride of hart and ſelfeloue, ſom for h.s- |; 
of order and reſtraint * their libertie, ſom for ignorance, yet | 
a A becauſe they will rot knowe the ſtate of the queſtion, ſome 
lo retaime the o of conſtancy, &c. Now it being the ny 
of every Chriſtian cven for Chriſts ſake and he Goſpel 
which he-doth profeſſe, to cleere his innocencie againſt 
ſuch falſe and impious flanders;much more is it fit for the 
Miniſters of the Goſpell,being thus wickedly traduced, 
ſto do. And therefore they th ink themſelues bound in 
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10 — Frurt CONSIDERATSONS, 

conſcience to make this free and volumtarie offer vnto 
their Calumniators; the propounding whereof is 
ſufficient to all honeſt and iuſt mindcs, that do not will- 
fully ſhut their eyes againſt rhe truth, to cleere and free 
them from all the aforclaid flanderous impurations. 

4. The Chriſtian and merciful diſpoſition and inclina. 
tion of the Lower houſe of Partiament, and of ſundry of 
the Nobles of the Higher houte ( who ina holy Commi. 
ſcrarion of the Miniſters diſtrefſed eſtates, andina cer- 
taing knowledge both of their honeſt liues and converſa- 
rions, and ofthe good they hauc done in their Miniſte- 
rics, and of their peaceable and duetitull behaviour to all 
in authoritic,haue been carneſt and zealous ſuppliants for 
them ) = been _ traduced by the Prelats, a 
though only through the incouragements & hopes zepo- 
{ed - them, and for this cauſe fecially that 74. might 
not be diſcredited and diſgraced in their indeavours and 
intendments for Reformation, the Miniſters did ſtand | & 
forth: Whereas by theſe preſents all the world ſhall know i * 
and underſtand , that the cauſe for which the Miniſters I ' 
doe ſuffer is ſuch, as ( all due thankfullnes and ſervice re- Þ ® 
{erved to the Honorable and Chriſtian indeavour of the I P! 
Parliament) — God ſhould (which we hope he will I © 
never perl ofar — that High an Honorable I fit 
Court.as in of being ſuppliants for re Mini- 8 PX 
iters,rhey ſhould joyne with the Prelats in eres the il 
moſt rigorous lawes againſt them that agſght be (even to I M1 
bloud ) yet the Minifters, by Gods good grace ,ſtand re- 
ſolved to holdand maintaine their ſaid profeſſion. In wit- I > 
nes whereof they publiſh to rhe view of all men, this of- Iſl 7: 
fer as a teſtimony of their confident reſolution in the ſaid I *'f 
caulc for which they ſuffer. un 
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THE CONSIDERATIONS, 'T; 

5.. Thercisſuch indifferencie in this offer,and it ſtandeth 

upon ſo juſt & equall grounds, that it ought not to be re. 
fuſed of any Chriſtians , nothough made by lewes,T urk;, 
Arrians , Papiſts, or any other Heretiks whatſoever: Muc}: 
leſſe when 1t 1s made by Miniſters conſtantly proteſtiag Q. 
ſhewing themſclues willing and readie to. ſubmit then: 
ſelues in all things to the written word of God ; and who 
in all matters (except in theſe Controverſics of Religion, 
wher cin yet they agree with moſt of the Churches thar 
haue made a ſeperation from Rome') areas obedicnt to 
thepreſent State, and as unblameable in life and conyer- 
ation as any other of his Majeſtics ſubjedts. 

6. Divers of the atoreſaid Propoſitions are ſuch , as 
that if the Miniſters ſhould not conſtantly holde & main- 
tayne the ſame againſt all men,they cannot ſee how poſli- 
blie(by the rules of Divinitie)the ſeperati6 of our Chur. 
ches from the Church of Rome, and from the Pope, the 
ſupreme head thereof, can be juſtified. And theretore tor 
aſmuch as in theſe controverſies the Papiſts and the Pre. 
lats goe hand in hand, the ſaid Miniſters doe in like forme 
and maner make the like Offer to the Prieſts and Ieſvuits, 
promiſing their reconcilement unto that Sea, it they can 
either by Argurncnts pull them from the forcfaid Propo- 
ſitions, qr can anſwer ſuch Arguments as they ſhall pro. 
pound in the defence of them,in maner and forme bctorc 
ſpecified in the Offer . And therefore it both ſtandes the 
Miniſters upon to make the aforeſaid Offer , and the Pre. 
lats (except they will haueall the world to judge them to 

e- | be frends in heart to Popery )to accept of the ſame. 

£7 TheDodtors of Oxford in their anſwer to the Peti- 

:d I tion of the 1000. Miniſters, and G. Powell in his laſt booke 

undertake the anſfiyer of whatſoever can be obj __y - n 
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12 
- theſe cauſes : and M. Hooker in his Preface before his firtt 


booke of Politiks, ndeth unto the Miniſters thar 
ſecke Reformation the very like Offerand torine of diſ. 
putation: Which bookes were publiſhed with the ſpecial 
approbation of the Prelats. Wherefore the Miniſters ha. 
ving been in ſuch amaner chalenged , they can doe ng 
Icſe then make this offer, which c_ be refuſed of the 
Prclars , but they will be judged of all the world to offer 
that which they will not pertorme. | 
8. The Biſhop of Rocheſter with the conſent, and by 
the dire&ion( no doubt ) of ſome of the chiefeſt Prelats, 
hath now lately publiſhed his Sermon preached in Sep- 
tember laſt before the King at Hampton Conrs, the maine 
drift wherof is to proue that the office & calling of Dioce 
ſan Biſhops,in preſent c6troverſie,is a Divine & Apoſtoli 
call Ordinice: Beſids,in his epiſtle to the Miniſters of Scot 
land,prefixed before the ſayd Sermon, he profeſſeth that 
if there ſhallan anfwerbe made therunto with modeſtie and 
learning, nothing ſhall be more welcome, And that to avouch & 
make it good that the {aid Epiſcopall calling is unlawful, 
were a labor worthy the travell, and of the Prelats much deſired, 
Wherfore ſceing the Prelats themſclues do offer to bring 
this cauſe to a publike triall/8 it coccrneth us in England 
alſo no leffthen our brethren in Scotland) & ſeeing by this 
courſe & order heere layd downe, this queſtion amongſt 
the reſt will come to be far more cxadtly tryed, then by x 
ny other way hitherto thought on, the Miniſters haue 
juſt cauſe to tender this Conference, nothing doubting 
but that the Prelars will willingly accept it,eſpecially ſce- 
ing they ſceme ſomuch to defire it, and in all reaſon it is 
like to putan end to all theſe controverſies, which haue 
ſo long troubled the peace and quict of our Churches. 
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bound in conſcience to anſwer. But being not able partly 
by reaſon of their povertie, partly by want of meancs of 
Printing, partly for other difficulties, to publiſh,ſo ſoone 
as is requiſit,ſo many anſwers ( except they might haue 
leaue from authoritie) unto ſo many great bookes as ma- 
ny of them are: They haue judged it meer( in the meanc 
time)to make this Offer, wherein if they ptevaile & gaine 
the cauſe, they make no queſtion but they ſhall haue all 
_ particularitics yeclded , and thall ſaue that other 
r, | 


10, They haue warrant thus far from his Majeſtic,both 
in his booke called _— doron, where he willeth mow 
fo atience and well grounded reaſons to 0: 
PL I thei Mrs. and by ge Sul ramen of 
Inly 16. 1604 : In which the Prelats are required to doe 
their uttermoſt indeavour by perſwafions, Conterence, 
Arguments, and all other waycs of gentlencs and loye to 
reclaime the Minifters which being as yet not doneby 
them, cannotbe performed by a more dire and indit- 
ferent courſe, then by! accepting ſuch an Offer as this is. 
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hath publiſhed, That his excellent Majeſtic, 4s he pred 
theſs Miniſters dearlieſt of all others , ſo he ſought the more ear- 
»e/tly to recl1ym: them by ſome correftion. So that cither the 
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11. By direction from the chiefe of the Prelats,G.Powel! Cond; 
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Prelats heercin haue offered his Majeſtic open wrong in 


proclaiming his ſpeciallfavor:to the ſaid Mimiſters,or cl(c 
they are not to'doubt;bur inthe abundance thereof he 
will vouchiate to thoſe poore diſtrefſed and chaſtiſed 
ow cb his ſo much __ to command that this 
Offer may be accepted, and by his Royall aſſent to con- 
firme habe . WT nm re | 

12. The Apologeticall books which the Miniſters haue 
been conſtrayned from time to time to publiſh in defece 
of their Perſons and Cauſe,can not come to the hands & 
ſcanning of thoſe powers,that next under God are moſt 
able to relicue them . And theretore tor the clcering of 
their innocencieand the juſtifyng ot their caule( which 
is indeed the cauſe of God ) they are coſtrayned to make 


| . this publike and ſolemne Offer, by meanes whercof it 


may cometo-paſle thatall men may take notice of the 
oodnes of the cauſe,and of the grofſe —_ they haue 


* ſuſtained and indured for maintayning the ſame, 


13- His Majeſtiefignified torhe Commirries of the Lo 
werhoulſe( — on oo _ of oy —_—_— 
that before muſt o0e 4 ſon ; and that if t 

looke for n— muſt = af Ti 
is that which they deſire; If it can be proved that they 
haue offended his Majeſtic iri theleaft thing, they deſire 
no mercy till they acknowledge a fault, and ſubmit them 
ſelues for the ſame. Bur it is (no doubt)far from the heart 
ofſo Royalla Prince to require either Confefſion,or Sub 
miſfion,wher ther is no tranſ{grefſi6. For their owne parts 
they are perſwaded and reſolved , that that truth for the 
profeſſing wherof the Prelats proceed fo ſeverely againſt 
them,is moſt behoofull for his Majeſtic, his Crowne, and 
dignitic.and the whole Statc: And that in veclding heer- 
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THE CONSIDERATIONS. 5 
in unto the Prelats,they ſhould makea breach in that du. 
tic, which by Gods lay every true hearted and loyall ſub 
jct in this ingdome” oweth both ro the King and State, 
And yetit they be in an. errour , there can be no more di- 
ic& and likely courſe v{rd to bring them unto a {ubmiſſi. 
on. for the ſame,then to have thele poynts freely debated 
by the aceeprance of this Offer. | | 

14+ When the Miuiters, conſider the dayly increaſe of 
Papiſts,, their ercacheries and conſpiracies, their inſolent 
bouldnes, zhe contiauall, broaching of grofle and Popiſh 
errours, har litle molcſtarion the Papilts haue by the go 
vernnent of the Prelats, yea what tavour they find A 
cretly and under hand, what refiftance was made to the 
Lawes intended to.haug been made againſt them, clpeci- 


aly by ſome-and thoſe nor the, meaneſt of the Prelars, 
what light maxters-aze puade of $55 horrible Treaſons 
and damnable opinzons , what lizle execution there is of = 


the lawes againſt them; they hauercaſon tofeare,thatbe. 


fore they are aware & as it were ina dreame;(ifthe raynes 
be in this maner left in the. Prelars Mga anen of 


religion) the neck both of his. Royall Maicſtic and of - 


the whole State ſhalbe brought underthe yoke of the 
Pope that Antichriſt of Rome, and his divelith jdolarric. 
And therefore ina ſerious meditation of the beſt meancs 


| to preyent this great & imminent evill, which lycth wor- 


king in a myſterie, they cannat thinke of amore dire&t 
courſe then this open and profeſſed Oppoſition unto the 
Prelats in the forelaid Propoſitions; wherein ifthey ſhall 
rs they ſhall nat onely giuea deadly wound to the 

relacie it [ele , butro the accurſed Religionof Rome, 
from which ( atlcaſt,if it be held to be lure divine ) it re- 
ceaveth both breath and life. For who was ſo ſimple thar 
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F.1: THE CONSIDERATIONS. 
{aw not, that athis Majeliics firſt comungto the Crowne 
when the Prclats hangd downe their heads inſuſpenie & 
feare , the Papiſts hearts were as dead as ſtones, and thaz 
the very firſt Proclamation againſt the Miniſters 1n be. 
halfe of the Prelats, revived the Papiſts agajne: And chat 
ever (ince with the increaſe ot the grace, tavour, and au- 
thoritie of the Prelats, the hopes, bouldnes, and nombers 
of Papiſts haue increaſed . And thereforc howſoever the 
Prelats may mocke children and fooles in imputing the 
cauſe of the increaſe of Papiſtsunto-the obftinacie of the 


Miniſters;yet any that wiſheth the confuſion of that An- 
tichriſt may with halfe Mn eye ſee, where the true cauſe is, 
And therefore they {ing this ( except they ſhould be 


wilfull traytors to God,their King,and Country cannot 


| but make oppoſition unto the Prelats in-approving the 


Propoſitions aboue fpecified: wherein if they be in an cr. 
ror,and the Prelats on the contrary haue the truth; they 
_ to all the world that the Pope and the Church of 
ome(and in them God and Chriſt Ieſus himſelfe)haue 
had great wrong & indignitie offered unto them , in that 
they are reje&-d; and that all the Proteſtant Churches 
are Schifmaricall inforfaking Unitic and Communion 
with them, © ** | 
15. - The former Propoſitions are ſuch, that there wil 
not be found'(as we are venily perſwaded in our conſci. 
ences )any one Conformable Miniſter in this kingdome, 
except he be amasked Papiſt , that will refuſe to Sub- 
{cribe to any one of the, if fo be ir would pleaſe the Kin 
and State by Law to urge them thereunto under uh 
penalries as the Miniſters are urged to ſubſcribe unto the 
Articles deviſed by the Prelats. Yea, we areour of all 
doubt, thatrhe Prelars themſclucs (if it-were prefſed up- 
on 
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THE CONSIDERATIONS, 117 
on them by the King and ſtate vnder paine of deprivatis 
from their Biſhopricls ) would not ſtick to avouch vpon 
their othes, that the Ceremonies and Subſcription, tor 
which the Miniſters ſtand ſuſpended and deprived , irc 
wicked and vngodly,8& ſuch as no good Chriſtian ought 
toyeeld vmto. Nay,if the caſe ſtood but vpon the ſaumg 
of their Temporaltyes thereby ( which elſe they ſhould 
looſe) we doubt nor but they would with heart & hand 
ſubſcribe toany one of the aforeſaid Propoſitions. Sith 
therelore itis more then cleere, that they haue Offered 
pla:ne violence vnto the Conſciences of all moſt all the 
.contorming and ſubſcribing Miniſters, & that even con- 
trarie to their owne conſciences they hauc proceeded a- 
einſt their poore bretheren, becauſe they will not by 
con[ormitic & ſubſcr ption renounce the truth contay/n- 
cd intheſe prepoſitics; can any bleme the ſaid Miniſters, 
it hauing not e119 the ſaid truth on theirſide, but in Ike- 
lyhood the Confcunces of che Prelats alſo, they make 
ſuch an Offer as this 1s £ | 

15, Irisagreeablero common fcnſe and reaſon (and 
the Biſhop of Ch:4+/x hath ſome ſuch thingin his Le 
ures ypon the Commandements ) that doubttull acti- 
ons ſhould ?!-waycs giue place vnto thoſe tharare out 
ot all doubt & queſtion. Seeing therefore no good Prote- 
font ever doubred, but that it is Jawfull cnoughlin it ſelfe 
to adminiſter the word and facrements in common and 
Trdinary civill attyre, to adminiſter Bapriſme, withour 
the ſtgne of the Croſſe orany ſuch Ike myſticallrite, and 
tovndertake a Miniſtery (being called thervnto of the 
Church ) without the authority of a Dioceſan! Prelatt, 
and withoutany ſuch ſubſcriprion 2s is required; and ſee- 
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13 THE CONSIDERATIONS, 
which the Miniſters doe witnes) hath been ever called 
into queſtion ſincethe firſt appearance of the Goſpell our 
of Popery, & concluded and determined againſt , both 
in the profesſion and practis of the greateſt I1ghts of this 
age, and of ſo. many-Retormed Churches; haue not the 
Miniſters juſt cauſe (they defiring nothing which is of it 
ſelfe vnlawtul,8& ſuffering for nothing but for the refuſal 
of thoſe things which hauc ever bcen in Controverſy, 
whether they be lawtull or not ) haue not the Miniſters 
-weſay) juit cauſe to make this Offer, and to cleaue con. 
ſtantly vato that whichall men grant to be lawfull , vntill 
by ſome ſuch indifferent mcanes as this is , the contrary 
matters, bejng ſo doubtfull,ſhall be proved to be lawtull, 
16. Ir is notorious vntoall the world what damnable 
and impious imputations the Prelats and their detendors 
haue laid ypon Calvzn, BeF4,.and all reformed Churche, 
raking vp calumniations againſt them out of the writ. 
ings of Allen, Parſons, and other traiterous Papiſts, not. 
withſtanding Biſhop Jewel and Biſhop Biſon hauc molt 
cleerly intheir writings againſt the Papiſts deteed the 
falſhood thereof. And ſecing that the Papiſts haue gone 
about, ſince the diſcovery ot that latedeteſtable plot by 
gunpowder, toiuſtifie theirabominable Treafons, Con. 
ſpiracics , Rebellions, Periurics, and Equivocations by 
the doctrine of the worthyeſt Proteſtants, taking iuſt ad 
vantage thereof by the ſlanderouswritings of the Prelats 
againſt thoſe of ourowne religion, And further ſeeing 
tharthe intent of the Prelats thcrin was to make all the 
Miniſters, that conſent in indgment with thoſe perſons 
ny Churches which they haue thus traduced{ odiouw 
ind vile in the eyes of all men, as perſons inclined to pc 


ryous conſpiracies, Treaſons, and Rebellions; there be- 
| ins 


THE CONSIDERATIONS, 19 
ing no other ground, norany colour of all this, but be. 
cauſe rogethct with other Churches they hokde the tore. 
faid propolitions; howloever in alate Reply vnto the Pa- 

ſts rhe marter be pirtitnlly ſhitred of: yer ſecing theſe 
beivy procecdings againſt the laid Miniſters arca kinde 
of contirmation of the aforclaud impurations , it ſtznds 
them vpon by this Offer to cleere themſelues, and to de- 
tc the vnchriſtian and yngodly wrongs which the Pre- 
lats haue don toſo many worthy perions & Churches. 
17. Vponaſcrious conſideration how the hand of God 
hath been v pon many ot thole,who,hauing tormerly im- 
braced this caulc,haue ſhrunk trom the truth maintained 
in theſe propoſitions, how ſome of them haue evidently 
loft the grace and power of their gifts, ſome growen to be 
ile, neglecting both privat and publike duryes , yea pro- 
tanc ww. ſcandalous in theirliucs and converſations, ſom 
aſhamedto ſhew their faccs inthe preſence of any who 
ruly fearing God haue knowne ther former cariage, ſom 
lnguiſhing and pining away till they haue died, &thar 
within few daycs atter their yeelding, ſome poflefied(as it 
vere) witha continuall tury mceſlantly vexing & rormen 
ting them, and thruſting them into continualſtorming & 
raping in the pulpir a thoſe that doc notas they: do, 
all of them falling to-the maintenance of moſt groſle and 
Popiſh crrors,and none of them reſpected allmoſt by any, 
but c6temned & icorned even of the Prelats themiclucs, 
35 thoſe which were either hypocrits bctore, or hypo- 
crits now; The Miniſters having reccaved this grace from 
God, not enly to {ſee and acknowledgethis truth, but to 
confirme it with their ſufferings , haue thought it more 
then needfull to make this Chriſtian Offer, tor the ſtay- 
ing andſtrengrhcning of ſuch of their brethren, as are 0- 
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20 THE CONSIDERATIONS, 
therwiſe in danger to fall after the ſame maner. 

18. Inas muchasall the profcſſed and notorious A. 
theiſts, Papiſts, Blaſphemers , Adulterers, Drunckards,%& 
infamous perſons in this Kingdome , are together with 
the Prelats profefſed enemyes vnto the Miniſters in this 
cauſe, and haue been from tune to time the ſpeciall in- 
ſtsumenrs of all the troubles which hauc befallen them 
for the ſame, can any man lay any iſt blame vpon the 
Miniſters for making this Offer ,now, when as the Pre- 
lats haue by their lareproccedings giuen ſuch cauſe to 4ll 
the wicked and profane of the land to clappe their hang 
in Triumph over them * 

19. It is well knowen in thoſe Countries where the 
ſaid Miniſters haue liued, eſpecially ro the Townes where 
they haue exerciſed their Miniſtry , that, according to 
the proporcion of their Livings and maintenance, they 
haue kept as good hoſpitalitic, given as liberall intertain- 
ment vnto others, andas much relieved(to their power) 
thoſe in want,as any other Miniſters whoſoever; whereas 
now a great part ofthem, with their wiucs and children, 
are forced to liue ypon the beneuolence and devortions of 
others. Which lamentable and miſerable eſtate of theirs, 
the Prelats and their Adherents are ſo far from1pirying, 
that they take occaſion the more to ſcorne & deride the, 
yea and to inſult over them for the ſame: they being not 
ſhamed both inthe Pulpit & in Print falſely to affirme; 
thatby this meancs nogonly the outward cſtate of the 
Miniſters is bettered, but that they haue voluntarily and 
of ſer purpoſe lefttheir Miniſtery,thatthey might luc in 
this maner vpon the ſweat of other mens browes, and 
by Contributions inrich them(ſclues. Though therfore 


the many & great meanics, which the Miniſters haue vied 
both 
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both to prevent theſe proceedings, and to be reſtored to | 

their places againe,are ſufficient to lay open the ſhame of | 
4 
! 


. theſe malicious &{pirfull calumniatiqns ; Yet they have 


thought ir meet by this Offer to make it knowne unto all 
the world,that they are fo far from affecting ſuch a courſe 
of lite,that they cver haue been,and are Rill.moſt willing 
to doe any thing ( but that, the doing whereof may pro. 
cure damnation unto thr ſoules ) torthe keeping orre. 
covcring of their former places, from which they haue f 
been thruſtzro the end tl1ar they might caſe then Chriſti- | 
an friends of thoſe great burdens, wherewith fince theſe A 
late troubles they haue been preſſed, in yeelding relicfe 
unto their extremitics. | 
21, The Prelats arenow cometothis height of Po- _ EF 
piſh injquirie, that they are not aſhamed to hold & main- ,;- oe 
tainethat they being the Church, are in th:ir Cantns and Con. pr 7.4 
ſiuntions alwayes directed in externall thinges by the ſpirit of 9. 16: 
God, and chat therefore whatſoever they decree ts more then 11. | 
mane, yed _ —_—_ : and that the true Church allwayes de. | 
nds wpon the word, ſo 4s it cannot poſtibly ſwarue from the 
mn therefore all her Traditions a Ly all And 
this Church of Prelats/ profeſfing themſclves tobe «ſ- | 
ſembled in a ſacred Synod mn the name of Chriſt,and dirt&cd | 
by the ſpirit of God , and Excommunicating alf then that ©9090 1 
ſball ſay the comtrary ) hane in their ſaid late Synod decre- 
ed,that all who ſhall aftirme , that either che! Ceremavyes oo, «| 
in Controverſie are ſuperſtitions and unlawful , or that the —_— 
Government by tArchbiſhops and Biſhops ts not _ icall | 
and /awfull, areto be excommunicated ipſo fqgio . Now 
ſeeing that not onely the Miniſters ſuſpended and 'de- 
prived, but many thowſan4 oth-rs in this King Jome,do | 
ahrme and maintaine theſe things , they ſtand all by yer- \ 
BY Bl ke 
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22 THE CONSIDERATIONS, 
tue of thoſe Canons Excommunicar,and ſtanding in that 
cſtare (ifjuſtly)areby conlcquence in the caſe ot davzna- 
tion, yea {o as(dying refolutly in theſe poynts)they mull 
needes be damned eyerlaſtingly. Either theretore the Pre 
lats ſhall ſhew themſclues to be Antichriſtia,and that in a 
kigh degree, in ſending without any mercy or compalli. 
on io many thowſand foulcs, with the dath of apen, to 
HelLit being in their power to keepe them out;or excee. 
- dingly preſumprtuous , in denouncing ſuch a ſentence a- 
gainſt thoſe who they cannot but know & otrentimes do 
confteſle, to be the true {crvants of God or at the leaſt it 
ſtandeth them upon diligently to uſe all good meanes to! 
the recovery of ſo many ſoulcs out of Hell, eſpecially 
then, when,by ſuchan Offer as this is, they hold up the 
hands our of the pit, defiring to be pulled out. 
22 Laſtofall, the Propoſitions being ſo plainly and di. 
ſtin&ly layd downe, and {o directly oppolit tothe pro- 
feſſion of the Prelars; they having allo lo often diſgraced 
the Miniſtersfor their paucitic, and povertic of gitts and 
learning, and ſo aften vaunted of the multitudes of great 
Icamed men on their ſide, and by that meanes having fat 
| au choyſe of ſufficient and able men then the Mini- 
ers haue; and being bertcr able ro furniſh them with all 
necdfull helps toſuch a worke , and the.poynts in Con- 
troverſie ſo neercly touching their Turisdiction, ſtate and 
dignitic, which is fo deare andpretious unto them ; allo 
the Oftcrthat is made unto them being ſo cquall,juſt,and 
Chriſtian, if rhey fhall refuſe to yeeld unto the ſame, & in 
ſteed thereof afflict the perſons which humbly make this 
Offer unto them. they ſhall therein proclaime toall the 
world,that in theſe their proceedings they haue ſinned & 


doc ſinne witha high hand and mdlicious heart, (contra 
ric 
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ANSYYFR TO THE OPPOSITIONS. 23 
ry to knowledge and conſcience)againſt God and his Di- 
yine truth : and thereforcare tobe judged to be at the 
next dore of committing that unpardonable finne,which 
the Prelats, in the time of onr Saviour Chriſts bein - 
on the earth, in the like caſes committed. From which if it 
be the good will of God ( notwithſtanding all the evi!l 
which hauc done againſt theſe poore ſervants of 

- Chriſt, and the Churches of God committed to their 

charge)they pray carneſtly that they may quit theſcJues, 
and that, upon their repentance in this life, they may at. 
tame unto ſuch a crowne of glory, as they in their conſci- 
ences are perſwadcd is layd up fe ſomeof thoſe, whom 
they uſe now living inthe world as Heathens & Infidels. 


4 AN ANSWER TO SVCH OPPo0- 


SITIONS, AS MAT BE MADE BY THE 
Prelats, againſt yeclding to the aforeſaid Offer. 


I, OPPOSITION, 


T he reverend Fathers of the Church, before they proceed- 
ed to ſuſpenſion and deprivation of the Miniſters, wſed godly ad- 
monitions, exhortations, &> arguments to perſwade them to con. 
formitie anſwering whatſoever they could then obiect, wby they 
ſhould not conforme. T herefore what need they now 19 enteÞ into 
that trouble againe? 


"I 0 


ANSIWE R, 


his is not true.r, They ncuer vſed any one Alge- 
met to the purpoſe, butſuch as hath been ſuffict. 


cently anſwered we know not how often, 2.'Fhcir 
Ad. 
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24 ANSYVER TO THE OPPOSITIONS, 

Admonitions were meere formall; wherin alſo the Mini. 
liters were exceedingly wronged : divers of them (why 
+ Vere very poore men,and ſome of their ivings nor aboue 
40.lom 30, ſome 20. pounds by the yearc,& their charge 
ot witc, children , and tamily very great) being forced to 
come 1n the depth of winter g.0r 10.times, yea tome otte. 
ner, unto their Pallaces , fomeot them 30. tome 40. lome 
50,miles and more to reccaue their. Admonitions , and 
at length their deprivations tor their labor. z. We dctire 
that the Prelats would publiſh to the view of all the 
world thoſe Arguments which they uſed, and the Mini- 
{ers did not,or could not anſwer. 4. This is a moſt ccr. 
tane ri uth, & wilbe juſtified to the faces of them all, that 
many of the Miniſters demanded of them Reatons and 
Arguments, according to the torme of the K ings Procla- 
mation, and they refuted to giuc any: yea civers of them 
ſundry times ofiradibeir Propoſitions, and Realuns to 
the Prelats,promiſing,up6 their realonable anſwer, with 
outany further queſtion to Contorme ; and to this day 
they never gauethemany. 5. his may rhe more incite 
them to accept of this Offer: tor by this mcanes they:way 
make knowne to the world thoſe great Arguments and 
Relolutions, which then they uſed, and may (cr them 
downe with mature and adviſed deliberation, to the l10- 
nor of their proceedings. 6. The only Argument to put- 
poſe that they uſed,was this,that it was his Majeſtics plea 
' ſure it ſhould be ſo: thereby laying the impuration and 

cnvie of their unjuſt proceedings upon him. 
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The Miriſters can ſay noe noore then they hune ſaid & writ- 
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ten already , andwhich we hane ar fwered often. And why ther 
ſhould we try theſe things any ie. 


ANSWER, 


1. This is more then the Prelats know. Some of the Mi » 


niſters hauc lately ſaid more to ſome poynts, then hath 
been ſaid before And upon ſuch occaſions as nay be ot- 
fered by ſuch a Conference, they may ſay more th& they 


hauc ſaid yet. 2, Thfe Prelats,by their corrupt antwers in = 


their late publiſhed writings, haue given them occaſion 
to ſay = then yet hah been - 

able to make good, that that which they have ſaid alrca. 
dic, hath not been anſwered as yet;and 
ferenceis deſired that theſe marters may be furthet tried. 


3. OPPOSITION, 


It is dangerous that matters eſtabliſhed by Law ſhould be 
thus called into queſtion, and diſputed of as matter; doubtful. 


ANSWER, 


1, Theſe mattersarenotnow newly called into ques- 
tion , but they haue bcen from time to time 0 
ainſt, and ſd will be to the end of the world, atleaſt wiſe 
longas ſo many Churches of God in other Kingdoms 
protefle and practiſc as they doe and the rather becauſe 
many greatand famous Lights of the Church, both be. 
p_ Seas and at home, in their Monuments that ſhall 
iſt to all poſteritie,, haue teſtifyed againſt them . This 
therefore 1s not to call a matter, which is out of queſtion, 
in- 


ANSYVER TO THE OPPOSITTONS, 2+ 
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ſaid. 3. This theyare 3 
fore this Co. 


poſed a- 


Js 
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, hane, hy-4heirgroſle flatteryes & fayned/promiles toths 
-1n Chiefe-place, ever croſſed the holy endeavors of the 
* Parliament forthe removall of theſe burdens, grievos 


into queſtion, but ro call a matter alrcady in queſt:on , ty 
a dire& and finall determination. 2. It cannot but bc x2. 
ther very profitable vnto any State(ſuch rules and condl. 
tions,as are here propounded, being obſcrved) to debate 
and difpute,in ſuch a maner as this 15, of any humane |; 
whatſoever. For by this meabes , if a law be tuſt, it wilh- 
an honor vnto itto haue the tuſtice therof manitcſted, it 
vniuſtirmay beabrogated. And how cometh is to pati+, 
that ſo many lawes ot man ace abrogated by man, it wii 
once a Lawis enacted, it may not be calledinto queſt16/ 
Iuſt Lawes grounded vppon cquitie, realon , & the word 
of God never dread examina'tion , but vniuſt and Ant. 
chriſtian Lawes do. ' z.i'Thcle matters were /never yet {5 
eſtabliſhed by law, as is pretended, but only tolerated: ir 
being the intent of the firſt retainers of theſe Relique 
of poperyz, in time to aboliſh them . And ſince the 14, 
yerc of hir late Maieſties:Raignc,the High Court of Par. 
liamentand theſtate of this Kingdome (who only , with 
the aſſent of the King, Iraue power to make and n lee 
Lawes, whether Civill or Ecclcſtaſticall)hauc cuer ſhew. 
cd themſclues readieto caſe the Churches of theſe burd. 
ens, which vnder the name ot things cſtabliſhed by Las 
arc impoſed vpon them by the Prelats. Only the Prelar, 
hauing many voyces of thcir owne in the vpper Howſc 


both to Church and Commonweale. 4. It is ordinary 
in our Uniyerſitics to admit of argumentatis againſt an 
poynt of ReligionandFaith;and that in fuch a mancr, s 
is more dangerous to the truth, and leſſe indifferent,t 
this formethatis heerc oftered, 

Opp 
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4+ OPPOSITION, 


| If Schiſmaticks and fattious perſons may hane this favonyP , 
e Ix why then may not Browniſts , Anabaptiſts , and Paprſts cxſ)ec/ 


19" WY the ſame? 

ed I ANSWER 

patl?, 

Wit Bf , They Miniſters deny themſelues tobe Schilinatiks, & | 


_ any tine iuſtific chemſclues ro beas honeſt men, 
worl Bf :ndas durifull & loyall ſubjects as any Prelatinthe King- 
" | dom. 2. The thing they defireis.notavor,but that which 
__ injuſtice is to be yeelded vnrto the: Neither ſhall they ger 
EY any good, but hurtby it,excepr the truth be on their lide. 
Ow z. Itwereathame tora ſtate profeſſing thetrue Religion 
"4 Þf publikly, to deny to the free fubie&ts thereof, defiring it, 
luchan indifferent hearing of their opinions, as this is, be * 
they of the Separation, or Anabaptiſts, or what they 
TOS may be, Forifthc Heathen had not, much lefle ſhould 
rue Chriſtans hauc any ſuch law, to condemnc 414 lect 
or faction whatſoever,betore they heare them: and hearc 
them they doe not,that will refuſe toadmir of ſuch an in- | 
different Offer as this is. And it isa ſhameof ſhames ro - 
the Doors: of Oxtord,, who provoking thoſe whom 
they call Browniſts, tn their Anſwer to the Miniſters Pe. 
 _ tion, and beigg challenged of dishoneſticand iniuſtice | 
an "Yin an Anſwer therevnto, have not inall this time iuſtified { 
” q themſelues,& anſwered that which the other fay in their 
ne Yowne defence;it being fo graucly, moderatly, and dis- 
lane» Fcreetly ſer downe. How much greater ſhame & reproch 
ent, ould itbe,to refuſe ſucha dire& kinde of triall as this is, 
tyed to ſo ſtrict rules, fo pretudiciall ro exror,& of fo grep t 
| D:z aqd- 
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advantage to the truth, 


F. oPPosSITION, 
4 

This Offer argues only a willfu'l obſtinxcie of perſons that 
well never be ſatisfied, and content with reaſon. For ws not (ac- 
cordingto thetr owne ſeeking) their cauſe handled c heard in the 
Conference at _— Court , his Maieſtie him ſclfe moadert. 
ing the attion , and anſwering whatſoever, in theſe points 1hcir 

owne Agents comld obiett? what would they more? 


ANSWER. 


x IntheirobjceRtingtothe Miniſters the Conference 
at Hampton Court, they objec tothem, as it were, that 
which is Non Ens: None of them knowing what it wa, 
norany other fauea few that were preſent, whoſe repons 
thereof arealſo ſo diuerſe, that one ſpoyles the credit of 
another. And that which is ſer forth as the true report of 
it, being publiſhed onely by the Prelates (who are parti 
all ) without theknowlcdee, aduiſc, or conſent of the 0- 
ther ſide, deſerues no credit; the rather conſidering that 
D. Morton hath bene allowed to call ſome part of it into 
queſtion,even ſome ſpeeches fathered vpon his Maicſtic 
which he was faine to confute as vnſound and contrary 
to divinitie . Wherin ſith the Kings owne ſpeeches be,x 
it ſeemeth,groſſely abuſed by the author,it is much mor: 
likly that ſpeeches of other men are abuſed. Beſides,none 
but Prelats, and ſuch as were partiall, being preſent z 
the firſt dayes Conference, there can be no creditaral 
given tothe report thereof: for it is more then apparan 

that they haue fraudulently cut of, and conccaledall the 
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ſpeeches ( which were many) that his Maicſtic vttercd a- 
aiaſt the corruprti6s of our Church,& praRiiſe of the Pre 
fo : as —_ by that teſtimony of the Deane of the 
Chappell, waich he gaue therof, ſaying , That his Mairſtic 
4:4 that day wonderfully play the Puritan . But if he playd 
thar part no otherwile then is ſpecified in the Prelats re. 


port, he acted it very poorely, or rather never a white. If 


therefore they would hauc had the Miniſters to ſtand to 
the determination of that Conference, they ſhould haue 
vicd more indifferencie and honeſtic in the Relation of 
it, then they haue don , they ſhould at leaſt haue made ir 
appeare by mutuall rcſtimonie of all ſides, that it was a 
true act . For they haue no reaſo tobelicue ſuch enemics, 
as the Prelats haue ſhewed themſelues tobe vnto them, 
any further then they ſee rhem. 2. Such a conference as 
that, was neverdcf{ured by the Miniſters ; And it ſeemes 
by the whole managing of it, thar it was vndcrhand plot- 
ted and procured by the Prelars themſclues; abuſing ther- 
in his Maieſtic, and viing M. Galloway as an inſtrument 
in the matrer, tothe end that they might haue the more 
colour for thcir intended proccedings afterwards. And 
there is great probabilitic of this,for that the Archbiſhop 
rofeſſed to the Commitrties of both Howlſes, the laſt ſes. 
on, that he had the letters written from M. Cartwright 
to M. Galloway about that matter. 3. Moſt of the 
perſons, appoynted to ſpeake for the Miniſters, were not 
of their choling, nor nomination, nor of their judgment 
inthe matters then and now in queſtion, but of a cleane 
contrary. For being intreated atthattime by the Mini. 
ters ro diſpute againſt theſe things, as things ſimply cvill 
and ſuch as cannot be yeelded vnto without finne ; they 
profeſſed to them, that they were not ſo perſwaded, and 
3 | there 


bn) 


| 
| 


TO AD wn _m_— Rx 


| 
i 
'F 


' 
thereforc could not ſodoe. Being then requeited, to [ct 
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his; Majeſty underſtand thatfome ot their brethren were 
furlher perlyaded touching the unlawtulnes of rhe 
things,then themſelues were;rhey recuted thar allo, Lait. 
ly being intreared either to giue them in writing their rea 
{ons to prouethele thinges inditterent, or to giue them 
an anſiycre in writing to juch realonsas they would giue 
them in writing? to proue then t1unply euill; rhey would 
doc ncither the one nor the orher; fo that there ncither 
was, nor could be any hope of good by that conference, 
4. The matters in controverly were notin that Confe. 
rence throughly debated, butnakedly propoiided,& ſom 
notatall rouched: neither was there any one Argument 
to the purpoſe followed in the lame. 5. The Prelats rcok 
vntothem ſcluces hberty to interrupt, at their pleaſure, 
thoſe of the other fide; inſo@much that they were checked 
for it by his Maicſtic. 6. The Miniſters (it his Maieſtic 
will giue them leaue)will at any time,in one weeks pace, 
dcliuer to his Maieſtic in writing a full anſwereto any 
Argument,or Aſſertion,propounded in that-Conterence 
again't them by any Prelate : and they do here plainely 
profeſſe that all and every one of them are molt vaine and 
tr;volous. 
6. OPPOSITION, 


Theſe Miniſters by oppugning the Prelats , doe openly dis- 
race the Government of his Mateſtie , and the whole State: and 


therefore noe ſach favor is to be yeelded 10 them. 


ANSWER, 


5. Iftheatorefaid Propoſitions beall of them true, % 
0 fuch 


th 
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{ach as will be juftitycd by the written word of Ggd.the 
the Miniſter: (who heercin fecke nothing but the bare 
dcfence of that truth contayned in them, which is 'of fo 
great importance) cannot be truly charged -with any vn- 
dutifull behavior toward King or State: if they be not 
true, this tryall will make it manifeſt ro all men, and that 
tothe greater ſhame of theſe Miniſters. 2. They doubt * 
not (wharſocverthe Prelats (hall intimate tothe contra- 
ry.) but that this Conference,will much redound to the 
Honor of his Maicſties perſon,and Governmer. Forby it 
that truth ſhall appeare, which (how ſoever it hath been 
generally receaved in other Churches abroad) hath been 
hitherto cither vnknowen among vs, or much obſcured 


by the Prelats & their f.icnds; albeir it doth indeed con- 


ccrne,and that deeply, the true ordinary meancs of ſaving 
our ſoules. 3. The Miniſters are heercin fo far from ſeck- 
ing to diſgrace the Kingor his Gouernment, that they 
would eſteem it a ſingular blesfing of God,it they might 
be ſo happy, as to obtaine that the aforefaid Propoſitions 
( containing in them the nature of Chriſts true Viſible 
Church, Miniſterie, and Worſhip) may, by his Maieſtics 
ſpeciall orderand appointment, be examined and deter- 
mined, in ſucha molt reaſonable and vnpartialt Conte. 
rence, as before is tendered : wherevnto they make no 

ueſtion but they ſhall inde his Maicſtie willing inough, 
{ the Prelats do not vnder hand procure him to hind) it. 


It is ne4 mect that the Governors of th: Church ſports :n 
this mancr dbaſe themſelnes vo ſuch meane and privat verlis, 
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ANSWER, 


1. Theyarenoprivat perſons, being publ.ke Minis. 
ters of the Goſpell; and diucrs of them of as good eſt:ma- 


_ tion in the Schooles for their knowledgein Divinitie and 


Humanitie, andas revercnd tor their young: as any of the 
Prelats arc. 2. Some of the principall of the Prelats haue 
alrcady more diſgraced themclucs in this kinde, the they 


ſhould by yeelding to ſuch a Conterenceas this is. The 


Biſhop of Wincheſter (as is well knowen) vndertooke the 
Anſwer of M. Tacobs laſt booke. The Biſhop of Londen 
profeſſed openly in his Coliſtory , that he would ſhake out 
of the rages that booke, which the Miniſters of Lincolue 
Dioces dclivered to his Maicſtic, the Abridement whercof 
is publiſhed in print. Doctor Fetton allo at the requeſt of 
the Archbiſhop vndertooke to anſwer the Treatiſe of D+- 
vine worſhip: which bookes maintaineand defend in ſub- 
ſtance the aforeſaid propoſitions. And though two years 
arenow allmoſt paſt, yctnoe Anſwer toany of them ap- 
peareth, z. The Prelars may choſe whether themſelues 
will perſonally deale in the Conference or not;they may 
as{tgne heerevnto their ordinaric Champions, who haue 
for their preferment alreadic put forth themſelues in the 
cauſe: And who (forgreater hopes) wilbe ready to vn- 
dcrooec this ſervice. 


#, oprostTION, 
«© 


T his very Offer is enouzh to iuſtifie the former Runs f 
of the R-verend Fathers againſt the Miniſters, and to manifc| 
how intolerable they are in thi: ſtate. They pretended , in then 
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feſt Petition 10 Lis Mateſly no defire of innovation of the Co- 
virnment , but only the remonall of a few Ceremenies, and ſome 
ather ſuppoſed corruptions. Now they haue maniſiſtcd their hy- 
ifie ro all the wor (d,, which the Biſbops foreſeerng thought it 
needfull ro take this courſe againſt them. For nothing will ſatisf, 
theſe fellowes , but either the overthrowe of Biſhops,or at leaſt wiſe 
their freedome from them. And therefore can any blame the Br. 
ſhops of m_ gine them the ſame meaſureghat they,if they had 1h: 
power in their hands would mete unto them * | 


ANSWER, 


t, If the Miniſters doe now cut deeperat the roote of 
the Prelacie, the heretofore they haue done, it is becaule, 
ſince their late proceedings , they haue ſeene more into 
the myſterie ot injquitic , that workerh in their ſpirituall 
Dominion,then ever they ſaw before: And thartore they 
muſt chanke themſcives the it. 2. Itis now made mant- 
(tro the whole world, thatthere is no hope of treedom 
from the ſpirituall bondage of Antichriſtian Traditions, 
olongas the Prelars ſit in their Thrones, buta more dire. 
full expectation of greater laverie and (ervitude, then c- 
erbetore , as may —_ by the late Canons and their 0- 
her proccedings . And thercfore howſocver ſome reve- 
md Miniſters nouriſh ſtill many hopes, that the Prelats 
will atlength ſhew mercy, and be content to let them in 


y the libertic of their conſciences, and ſufferthem'to © 


aciſc a Miniſteric under them yetthey that make this 
 Dficr ſeeing no Iikelyhood nor poſſibilitic of any ſuch 
wy tter , bur of the cleane contrarie(the Prelats having'in 
dnigh a degree blaſphemed and perſecuted this truth of 

1n then Wo ) they thinke themſclues now boundin conſcience 
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34 
by allhoneſt & good mcanes to ſecke to be freed fro that 
eſtate, which cannot (as it appeares now toal] the world) 

(7, Powel uphold it ſdlfe,but by the ruinc of the GoſpALand exaltz 
oO! tion of Antichriſtzaniſme.For they that plead for their Go. 
D. Covi, Vernment and Traditions are driven to hold theſe impj. 
ainſt the Ous and irrcligious Abſurdirics;* That Chriſt i« not the I av. 
caof the 27vcr of his Church: | That i i a vertuous obedience, to rel « 
n: pa.19. well jn that which the Church commandeth unto ns, as in th:t 
> Croif which God commandeth to his Church : © That the Chnrch s 
93.4 *rled by the ſpiritof Chriſt , who is the ruth, and therefore her 
. Hooker, T 744i110ns are true and holy : 4 That God alloweth men to dot 
ef.pag e8. that which in their private indgment it ſcemeth , yea and per- 
B, Koch. haps truely ſeemeth, that the Law doth diſallow .h That wnmrit 
rmonat tex Ordinances, alwcll as written, are Divine and Apo. 
awpron ftglike in the conſtitution of che chicfeſt Office, ang Mi. 
ouWtP-3"-niſteric of the Church. 3. They doe no turther deſire 
* their freedom from the Prelars,&from that power which 

they haue, then they ſhall bc able to 19 pr it is lifted 

up againſtthe Doctrine and Kingdome of Chriſt ou: 

4 Lord. 4. They leaue their overthowe to God and the 

King; and doe only by thcſc premifles labor, that that 
truch,which hath been amongſt vs long ſuppreſſed anda; 
fi&ted , may come to light, arid may beſo honored and 

5 freed at laſt, as God rcquircth that itſhould be. 5, It the 
Callings ofthe Prelats be warrantable, and of Divincor. 

dinance (as Biſhop Bar/ow avoucheth in his late Scr- 

m10n ) then the yeelding vnto this Offer wilbe a nota"!: 

meanes to eſtabliſh the ſame, and can no wayes be dero- 

gatory vnto it : for no Divine ordinance will fly or fear: 

anv ſach Tryall.But if it be vnlawfull(as it will be ſupp» 

f-d of all men to be, even in the coſciences of the Prelars 
1: they ſhall refaſe this Offer) rhT indeed this Tryall j 


A 
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be no meanes to iuſtify the Prelats, who ought in ſuch a 
caſe either to giue ouer their places, or ar leaſt to ſuffer 
thoſe,that haue their conſciences perſwaded of the vn- 
lawfulnes of their Callinges, to be free, even as Chriſt 
hath made them free both from them and their Govern- 
ment. | 


9. OPPOSITION, 


T his Offer proceeds from them who wilhe ſatirfyed with no. 


thing. If they ſhould hawe the Diſcipline granted them , and al 
that they deſire, they would not ſtay there, that mould not contzet 
them. At the firſt they ſtood pon a few Ceremonies only, after 
this they cryed downe with Biſhops, and when they hauc their da: 
fire in this, then let the King looke to himſclfe, | 


ANSWER. 


1 This isbuta malicious ſurmife oſthat whereof there 
noe ground; the Propoſitions betore {et downe make- 
Ing it more then manifeſt, that as the Miniſters haue not 
any the lcaſt intention to impeach the Royall dignity, ſo 
likewiſe they doe much more advance the ſame indeed, 
the the Prelats do. 2 The practiſe of all other Reformed 
Churches, inioying the Diſcipline which is defired, con- 
furerh this ſlanderous objection in as much as they reft 
content under the ſame without ſeeking, or indeauoring, 
any vaine or rebellious innovation. 3 Though ſome Mt- 
niſters haue ſtoode upon the Ceremonies onely, yet ma- 
ny of them haue from time to time witneſſed vchement- 
lyand in ſpeciall maner againſt the Prelacie, according 
8 God hath opencd their underſtanding in this point , 

22 | though 
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though ſom of them ar the firſt d:d nor ſufficiently conſt. 
der how unlawfull and unwarrantablc it is: and this is no 
more preiudiciall cither to them or to the cauſe, then it 
was to the Apoſtle Paul for teaching that doctrine after. 
ward, which at firſt he underſtood not: or to.thoſe now 
profeſſing the Gofpell, who in times paſt haue bene igno. 
rant Papiſtes,& enemies to the tructh.q The Miniſters de 
fire not thateitkerthe Diſcipline , orany thing els ſhould 
be yeclded unto them, or that they ſhould haue their 
willes ſatiſtied inany thing, further then they areable to 
prouc the thing { for want whercof theyare unlariſtied) 
to be due unto them by the word of God. And fofar 
forth they thinke it lawtfull for them, or any cls, to ſheww 
themſclucs unſatiſtied: it being a grieuous Gnne tor any, 
in matters of Religion and mcanes of Saluation, to con. 
tent themſelues with lefſe, then God will haue then to 
be content withall. The Ordinances of God will con- 
tentthem ſufficiently; and nothing will diſcontent them 
but to be depriued of any of the fame, they all being oxd 
nary mcancs of Saluation. And is itnotan Antichriſtian 
ſpirit, that would binde men to any other Content? If 
in their diſcontent they defire any thing that God doth 
not require them to deſire, there =_ beas many meancs 
found then, as now, to bridle their deſires. 5 Their adviſ. 
ing the King to looke to himſelfe, when Cercmonics & 
D:oceſan Biſhops are downe , is a Scarcrow , fitter to 
fright Dawes away,then to hinder ſo wiſe a Majeſty from 
yeclding his furtherance to ſo Chriſtianan Offer. The 
Miniſters therefore doe hcere againe profeſle to all the 
world, that they no further deſirethe overthrowe of the 
Prelats, then they ſhall proue that their ſtanding is dero- 


gatory both to Chriſt & to the King ; and that they take 
| nG 
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nothing from the Prelats, but what they giue to Chriſt, 
his Church,the King, & the Civill Magiſtrats vnder him: ' 
the Prelats unjuſtly k-eping that from them, which by 
theword of God is their due, and which the ſaid Mint- 
ſters are rcadic to yeeld unto them, before they deſire to 
ſcethe overthrow of the Prelats:who(we doubt not) will 
appeare to be enemyes (though in a myſterie)to God, to 
the King, andto lus people, evcnin their very Callings 
and Offices, 


JO, OPPOSITION. | 


Shall we hearken to the Offer of ſuch as are not yet agreed 
amongſt them ſelues what t haue? T here are not two 
of them of one minde: and therefore it is to no purpoſe to hearken 
wnto them. Let them firſt agree among ſt themſelues, and well us 
what they would hauc, and then they ſhall be heard. © 


ANSWER, | 
1 Theyareallagreed alreadie vpon theſe poynts: that 
the C Scale are ſcandalous, a ought, Wes that 
are inauthoritic, to be removed that the Eccleſiaſtical] 
Government of other reformed Churches is more agree- 
able to the word of God, then the Government by Dio- 
ceſan Prelates; that Pluraliſts, Nonreſidents,and dumbe 
Miniſters ought not to be tolerated in any Chriſtian 
Church;thar it is fitter we ſhould conformeour (clues to 
other Reformed Churches inour Liturgie,Ceremanies, 
& Diſcipline, then to the accurſed Synagogue of Rome. 
Their differences are onely about the mancr of maintay- 
ning theſe pointes. Let them hearkentothe Miniſtcrs 
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by ther ownepradtiſe, or if they 
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1n the things whenn they all are alrcadie agreed, and they 
will not troublethem with any dilagreements: Yea, they 
ſhall tinde, thar in their differences they will agree berrc 
then they would haue them . 2. It they dilagree lo a- 
mong themlſelues,as the Prelats would beare men in had, 
they haue the lefle cauſe to feare them, & may with more 
hope ot prevailing enter into this Tryall with them , But 
the truth is Fthar their differences are neither halfe ſo m+ 
ny,nor halte fo great,as thoſe that be among the Prelats, 


Il, OPPOSITION, 


Either their Propoſitions are falſe, and ſufſiciently confuted 
be true, then why doe they toyne 
to our Church, which is gouerned by the Prelates ? why doe they 
deſire to execute a publike Miniſtery under them ? why doe they 


not whelly with the Browniſts ſeparate, and get them to Am{ter- 


dam to their holy brethren there. 


ANSWER. 


7. The praQtiſe of the Miniſters herein is no way contrary 
to their Propoſiti6s: & this is a moſt deſperate ſhift inthe 
Prelats,to preſſthe herewith. 2.They proteſt (to the ſha! 
of the Prelars ,& to the testifying of their charitable loue 
to thoſe of the Miniſterie , which are otherwiſe minded 
the themſclucs)rhat they are perſwaded,that many ot the 
Conforming Miniſters are(notwithſtanding the grearce 
fects , and corruptions in their co and ſtanding ) true 
Miniſters of Teſus Chriſt,and indued with gifts from her 
ven forthat holy fun&i5; And thatthe Churches whic! 
they teach ( howſocver in their Conſtitution very detec 

| tiue 


a *o —_ ou ws 


— OO —— - _ — — - —_ — —— 


ANSVVFR TO THE OPPOSITIONS, 29 
tive and unperfect )are truc Churches,whole willing ſub- 
j.Cting themſclues unto their Miniſterie maketh the very 
ourward calling it ſelte of the ſaid Miniſters to be ſuch as 
it is. And therefore ſo long as (their conſciences being in 
the mcane time vaconvinced of thele their errors where- 
in they ſtad ) God raketh not away their Miniſteriall gitts 
fro them,and lo long as their Churches cleave unto them 
(though in their entrance & continuance they were, and 
are euiltic of much (inne, in approving by'Contormitic 
and —_—_—_— the Iurisdiction of Prelats)they thinke 
irnot juſt wholly to ſeparate from them and their Mint- 
ſerie, but are content, though with ſome grietc and ſor. 
row, ſo far forth to joyne with them in the worſhip of 
God, as they can without their perſonall Communion 
with them in thoſe corruptions, which in their weaknes 
they yceld vnto. 3. It the Prelats ſhall ſtill hold the things 
in queſtion in ſuch ſort as of late they haue done, & ſhall 
vrge them ſo hotely as they begin ; the Miniſters & 
many of the people wilbe forced to leaue their ordinary 
ſtanding in theſe Churches. In which regard they hum- 
bly pray that they may be exempted from the Prelats , & 
may haue liberty granted vnto them by the King,to ſcrue 
God according to his owne will revealed in his word, 
without any Humane Traditions. As for that publique 
Miniſterie derived from the Prelats,befides that it cannor 
be entered into without yeelding to corruption & ſinne, 
tis alſo very defeRtue, &, to ſpeake the truth, little more 
thena halfe Miniſterie,if it be compared with the Paſto. 
tall Office commanded and commended vnto vs by the 
Holy Ghoſt. Which the Miniſters diſcerning,and percea- 
ving plainly that there is litle or no c6fort to be had in the 
cxcreifing of ſucha Miniſterie, as hitherto they have in- 
' joyed 
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40 ANSYVER TO THE OPPOSITIONS, 

ioyed, they are bold ro make their humble Suite to his 
Maicſtie,thatthey may be treed from.the Prelats vſurpy. 
tion over them, and may be vnder the guidance & Ccn. 
ſure ot the Civill Magiſtrats; unles by ſuch an indiffercn: 
Tryall as is heere Ottercd , the Prelats ſhall iuſtity ther 
Call:ngs and Courles to be of God. 


IZ. OPPOSITION. 


A wvaine thing it is to yeeld to any ſuch Offer. For who muſ 
zudge on which fide the truth is. T hey name none, And whertthey 
han been heard to oppoſe and Anſwer what they can, they wil 
not ſtand to any mans arfinitiue ſentence,but will continne obſtt- 
nate ſtill. - 


ANSWER, 


1. Indefiringthatthe whole cariage of this intended 
Conference may be publiſhed,they make all the world to 
be Iudges thereof; even the Prelats and the Papiſts theni 
felues,& all that ſhall read the ſame. 2, They do not think 
itJawfull inany matter of Religion, much leſſe in matters 
ef ſo great conſequence, to ſettle their conſciences vpon 
the definitiue ſentence of any perſon abſolutely:thar 15,70 
far as to renounce any thing which they haue bclieved, 
becauſe ſuch or ſuch iudge it to be otherwiſe, For ſo they 
might both headily & wiltully betray the truth of Chriſt, 
and inthrall themſelues to crror , and alſo detract from 
Chriſt and his bleſſed word their proper right,and giucit 
unto men. It ſhould therefore content any Chriſtian!y 
affected man,that the Miniſters are content to.offer thei! 
Defence of theſe poynts to the view ofall, to skan and g 
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weigh the,and fo far forth to judge therofjas(if their rea- 


ſons do not fatisfie them ) to giuc them leaue to condene 
them of error : which wilbe aTudgment heavic enough 
tothem, if notwithſtanding'they thall ſtill perfit in their 
former opinions. 3. It may pleaſe God, that by the evi- 
dence and force of thoſe Arguments or Anfivers that (hal 
c /uh penn both ſides may thinke themſelucs fatiſh.. 
and one fide yeeld. It the Prelates have this ym to 
yceld, then his Majeſty & the State know beſt what they 
haveto doc in ſucha Caſe. Iſthe Miniſtas yecld , then 
the greateſt matter that can be expected of them, is $:11»- 
miſton and rears which if they ſhall refuſe, th« 
La:y is open; ſo that in this caſe there necges no Detini- 
tiue ſeritence of a Tudge. It both fides reſt ynlatisfied, and 
continew perſivaded [till, that the truth is on their irle, ir 


were imptous for cither ſide in ſucha caſe to comtnir t:1c 


abſolute derermivation therot vnto the will and plcature 
ofany man or men whomſocuer. And it were vmuult tor 
either ſide, to require Tudges cither incompetcnr, or not 
indifferent. Foras the Prelats might iuſtly (cxcepr they, 
would wilfully bctray their owne cauſc)refule ſuch tobe 
[ud2es,as hauc in any degree inclined more to the|Minis- 
ers then to them , ſo may the Miniſters in like mancr as 
tſtly refuſe to ſtand to the Indgment and determination 
of {uch, as incline more to the Prelats then to them;much 
more of ſach, as hane ſhewed themſclues maine patrons 
and vpholders gf the Prelats, and adverſaries to the Mi. 
niſters, Sith therfore the Prelats can not ſeritorth any per- 
ſon, or perſons, to whom it is meet to commit the abſo- 
lute determination of ſo greata cauſe, it were very\vniuſt, 
and vnequall, ro binde the Miniſters to ſtand to the juds- 
ment of thoſe thatare partiall. 4. It is needles rg name 4 
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ANSVYVER TO THE OPPOSITIONS. 
Indges: his Maieſtie, the Civill Magiſtrats vnder him,and 
the High Court of Parliament (though the Miniſter, 
ſhould appeale from them) would in this caſe-judge the, 
and their Cauſe, yea and are bound foe to doe. Who: 
Iudgment if irgoe againſt the Miniſters, and it appeare to 
be righteous; the more they ſhall neglect the ſame, and 


refuſe toſubmit themſchucs vnto it, the more E &re- 
fractary they ſhall ſhew themiclues tobe: and with the 


more honorand credit may the State ioyne with the 


Prelats, in makingand executing Lawes for the 
ſuppresſing of them, and theirErrors; which is 
as much advantage as any Chriſtian can de. 
ſyre overany Enemies of the truth . And 


what would the Prelats haue more? 
Proy.19.2*, 
Many deviſes are in a mans heart , but the Counſellof 
the Lord thall fland. . - | 
Math: 22: 2r, 


Cine unto Ceſar the thinges which are Ceſars, and ziut 
wnto God thoſe things which are Gods. 
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